Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia)

The Militiaman
March 2017
Newsletter of the Senior Regiment of the Reserve Army

A warm welcome to the March 17 edition of the regimental newsletter
covering a snapshot of the activity and achievements of the last six
months. The Regiment remains in fine form and is looking forward to
another busy year. Key upcoming activity includes:
- Marking the 40th anniversary of the Duke of Gloucester as our Royal
Honorary Colonel.
- Ex RESOLUTE CASTLE which will be an 8 week deployment working
alongside our US colleagues on a series of construction tasks in
Romania. Each of the Squadrons will rotate through in two week blocks in
order to allow us to take on and deliver a number of large projects,
unconstrained by the normal two week camp window. Uptake for places
has outstripped bed spaces available in the camp so much so that we will
have double the numbers on camp last year.
- The reformation of 108 (Welsh) Field Squadron (Militia). Formal authority
is anticipated early next month at which point we shall ramp up to a
reformation parade in Sep / Oct. We also aspire to regaining the freedom of the city of Swansea.
I have been passed a copy of the original Issue 1 of “The Militiaman”, penned during annual camp at Wyke
Regis in Sept 1971. A copy is enclosed, and I commend it to you. The then CO, Lt Col Prosser, described
the newsletter as “a modest attempt at public relations” and to keep members of the Regiment and it’s
many friends “in the picture”. Despite our drive towards social media as a delivery mechanism, little else
has changed in the last 46 years!
My aspiration remains that of my predecessors, to build a lively, informative journal capturing and
distributing the fullest picture of the regiment, its activities and successes in order to inform our soldiers,
friends and as importantly capture our history for future generations. As ever, the success of this venture is
dependent on you the readers to capture the content and submit it to Capt Katy Bristow, our new deputy
editor.
Yours aye,
Lt Col SM Spencer TD
Monmouth Castle, March 17

Royal Engineer Army Reserves Conference, Monmouth Castle – 29 October 2016
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SUPPORT TO OPERATIONS:
The regiment continues to meet it key requirement; to enable operations through the mobilisation of
Individual Augmentees (IAs). With the successful return of all our deployed soldiers from Iraq and Cyprus,
we currently have no personnel deployed on operations.


Op CATAN – The UK contribution to the UN peacekeeping mission in Somalia provides an
opportunity for our reservists to mobilise, albeit in small numbers. We have two SNCOs deploying
later this year.



Op TRENTON - Reservists from across 8 Engr Bde are deploying over the next 2-3 years in support
of the UN Mission in South Sudan. These will be arduous tours, and R Mon RE(M) soldiers will have
opportunities to mobilise a cohort in 2018.



Op FORTIFY - The Regiment is over 108% manned against its Op FORTIFY targets, our aim is to
continue to increase in size to 125% of its manning liability over the period out to March 2019, some
525+ soldiers in total.
Of particular note, 100 Fd Sqn now sits at 153% of its manning liability. 225 Fd Sqn is also
endeavouring to increase in size and is currently sat at a very healthy 109% manning.
As mentioned in my last newsletter our challenge remains with growing manning within RHQ Tp,
Jersey Field Squadron and generating a much larger cohort of young officers in 225 Fd Sqn.
Our main challenges will be over the coming year will growing manning at RHQ Tp, Jersey Field
Squadron and generating a much larger cohort of young officers at 225 Sqn.
The Regiment continues to get support from 22, 26 and 35 Engr Regts in the form of Regular
personnel. In addition we have a Regular second tour Tp Comd posted in to act as a mentor for our
young officers

-

The recruiting team hard at work
recruiting for the future.

The ROSO drumming up some
business!
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Recruits being put through their
paces on PT at Vauxhall Camp.

- SEPTEMBER FIRE IN GREAT CASTLE HOUSE (26 Aug 16).
Catastrophe was averted in late August when an electrical fire was swiftly extinguished in the Regimental
Administration officer at RHQ. Mr Mark Nicholas, a civil servant administration officer rapidly extinguished
a burning light fitting which burst into flames only meters from his desk. Mr Nicholas’ initiative and courage
saved not only the lives of those working in the building at the time but also the historic structure itself. On
behalf of the unit, RFCA (Wales), Cadw and the wider Regimental family I thank Mr Nicholas for his bravery
and selfless actions to protect others and the historic building of Great Castle House.
DINING CLUB DINNER (4 Sep 16).
The annual Dining Club dinner was held in the Officers’ Mess on
Sat 4 Sep 16. The Joint Honorary Colonel, Maj Gen Davis CB CBE
presided. An enjoyable night was had by both serving and former
officers and their guests. The dinner was preceded by the AGM.

Members Jeremy Smith, Torsten Pope and John Carter enjoying
welcome drinks.
HIGH SHERIFF OF GWENT GARDEN PARTY (3 Sep 16).
Mr Anthony Clay, the new High Sheriff hosted a late summer
garden party at home. It transpired that his uncle was no other
than Colonel Henry Clay, who had been Honorary Colonel of the
Regiment between 1954 and 1972. The High Sheriff presented
the Regiment with his uncle’s RE pattern sword, pictured here
with the sword knot long as per Regimental customs.

CORPS MEMORIAL WEEKEND, CHATHAM (5 - 9 Sep 16).
Corp Memorial Weekend was held in
Chatham 17-18 Sep 16. The weekend was
attended by CO and RSM along with
former honorary colonel, Maj Gen (Retd) K
H Cima CB and past members of the
Regiment including 8X Commander
Brigadier J Ridge RE and Lt Col Andy
Windram.
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JERSEY BOOK LAUNCH.
Written by Ian Taylor, a former officer in the Hampshire regiment, 11th (Royal Militia
Island of Jersey) Battalion charts the history of the forebears of Jersey Field
Squadron during the years 1940-1946. The book was officially launched at an event
held up in the Jersey Squadron mess.
Brigadier Bruce Willing is both a Jersey man and a former member of the
Hampshire Regiment, gave an excellent introduction to Ian
Taylor and the background to the book.
Two signed copies of the book were procured, one for the
Regimental Mess Library and one for the Royal Honorary
Colonel, to sit alongside his copy of the last Regimental
History “Sappers and Terriers”. (A limited supply of the latter is available via the
Militia Captain!)
Another text which came to the attention of Jersey Fd Sqn was ‘Ours’ – The Jersey
Pals in the First World War, written by Ian Ronayne. It was this book that inspired
the erection of a permanent memorial at Guillemont, France which the Sqn helped
to move and install.
GUILLEMONT STONE (3 Sep 17).
In answer to Kitchener’s famous
recruitment campaign of 1914 and much
like communities across the country,
hundreds of Jersey men volunteered for
service during the First World War. Many of
these men formed into a Pals Contingent
who, after much deliberation on behalf of
the War Office, was attached to 7th
Battalion, the Royal Irish Rifles. Together
they went on to see action across the
Western Front yet no more ferociously than
around the village of Guillemont during the
Battle of the Somme.
One hundred years on and today’s
Militiamen, the Jersey Field Squadron,
Spr Doran and Sapper Shales remove the heart of the stone
were asked by the States of Jersey to help
install a permanent memorial to all Islanders who gave their lives during the Great War. An enormous
seven tonne mass of pink Jersey granite was quarried, engraved and blessed in Jersey before the Sappers
delivered and erected the monolith at a quiet crossroads on the Ginchy Road, Guillemont in July.
Early September and on a swelteringly hot day the Squadron returned for the official unveiling by the Bailiff
of Jersey, Mr William Bailhache, accompanied by His Excellency The Lieutenant Governor of Jersey,
General Sir John McColl and the Assistant Chief Minister, Senator Paul Routier. During the poignant
service, the heart of the stone was symbolically removed by Sappers from the Squadron while a lone piper
played a lament. This core returned to Jersey and will remain in the Royal Square in St Helier from where
the original Jersey Pals set off in 1915 to join the fighting.
Earlier in the day the Squadron had been involved with the 16th (Irish) Division Service, where ministers
from both Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland had joined soldiers from the Irish Defence Force as
well as the Royal Irish Regiment in commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the Battle of the Somme
outside the church in Guillemont.
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The day was completed with a visit to the Ulster Tower and a tour of Thiepval woods, where the Somme
Association have preserved and rebuilt a portion of the intricate trench system that made up the Western
Front. The long journey home to Jersey started with time for reflection at the incredible Thiepval Memorial
where 72,000 names record those soldiers lost in the fighting with no known grave. In contrast to the heat
of the previous day, the Squadron departed under a heavy downpour of rain which brought home the
conditions that Soldiers would have had to endure, exposed to the elements in the trenches one hundred
years ago.
The Sappers returned from the weekend with a real sense of pride in their own militia history, a better
understanding of the tragedy of the battle of the Somme and a renewed affiliation with the second Battalion
the Royal Irish Regiment.
CARRINGTON DRUM.
The Army Benevolent Fund (ABF) The Soldiers’ Charity
awards The Carrington Drum to the unit or sub-unit that raises, or
helps to raise, the most money for the Charity with extra points
awarded for creativity or involvement of the wider community
promoting the Charity to new supporters. Reservists from the
Regiment are determined to make a difference and will donate all
proceeds raised this year to the ABF. They have set themselves an
ambitious target of raising £20,000 by Apr 17. It all started in Jul
when the Regimental Sergeant Major, Mr Jason Davies ran a
marathon in Swansea. The fundraising will be divided by R Mon
RE’s subunits: 100 Field Squadron (Militia) in Cwmbran, 225 Field
Squadron (Militia) and Jersey Field Squadron (Militia).
RHQ ADVENTURE TRAINING – GOWER PENINSULA (3-4 Sep 16) by RHQ Tp.
RHQ’s Adventure Training Weekend in 2016 took place at Pembrey Sands
and the Gower Coast Peninsula. We knew it was going to be a good
weekend when we arrived at our first class accommodation, previously
known as RAF Pembrey Sands, where we were greeted with hot soup and
fresh bread on arrival.
Day 1 was spent mountain biking. We started the day by checking our
bikes to ensure they were road worthy and safe to ride on. We then started
our journey, heading for Bury Port, a small town outside Llanelli.
Some parts of the route were challenging and tricky, especially for some of
us longer serving members who have not ridden a bike for almost 30 years!
We covered about 27k and then headed back for camp. All of the hard work
had been worth it once we saw the delicious treats waiting for us on our
return. WO2 Jones had laid out a selection of homemade cakes which was
a lovely surprise.
In the evening we had a barbeque and watched ‘Eddie the Eagle’. We
decided not to venture out as we were all very tired and wanted to save our
energy for surfing the next day.
After a hearty breakfast on Day 2, we travelled to the Gower Peninsula for
the surfing expedition. Luck was on our side as the sky was blue and there
wasn’t a cloud in sight!
On arrival we got fitted with our wetsuits (some had difficulty getting into theirs and blamed it on having an
extra slice of WO2 Jones’ cake!) Once fitted with wetsuits and issued with our boards we then had half an
hour tuition and a safety brief before heading into the water.
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Some of us were a little apprehensive as we thought the water would be freezing, but to our delight it was
warm and some of us even managed to stand up on the surf board. The rest of us
who struggled were content just paddling along.
Although the surfing was fun, it was extremely challenging, especially for us first
timers but we now have a better understanding on how to position ourselves on
the board and thanks to learning paddle technique we can catch a wave!
Overall the weekend achieved its objectives. Many of us developed the skills and
techniques necessary to become competent surfers and mountain bike riders. It
was also great fun and we were all glad to be a part of it.
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OCTOBER -

ANEURIN BEVAN UNIVERSITY HEALTH BOARD – ARMED FORCES FORUM (7 Oct 16).
The first meeting of the Aneurin Bevan Health Board Armed Forces Forum (AFF) was held at the Castle, on
14th May 2013 and has continued to do so in October. The membership of the AFF comprises:
 Clinicians and Officers of the Health Board and Community Health Council;
 Elected member and officer representatives of each Local Authority in Gwent;
 Members of the Military including REME, 104 Royal Artillery and 160 Wales Brigade;
 Members of the Reserved Forces and Cadets Associations:
 Third sector organisations including SSAFA, Royal British Legion, Veterans UK;
 Representatives of Prison, Probation, DWP and Social Housing, Defence Medical Welfare services,
plus several others.
The Forum meets on a quarterly basis at locations across Gwent. The agenda usually includes guest
speakers, including Welsh Government officials, Veterans NHS Wales, Hire a Hero etc. It aims to provide a
regional partnership approach to the Welsh Government Covenant promise to ensure that at all veterans
and armed forces personnel and their families are provided with services and support to ensure they are
treated fairly and have their needs met, in recognition of their service to their Country. The picture taken
shows the members attending a visit to the Castle on 7th October 2016.

Members of the Armed Forces Forum assembled at Great Castle House.
MONMOUTHSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – CHAIRMAN’S DINNER (6 Oct 16).
The Monmouth County Council Chairman, Cllr Jim Higginson, hosted a dinner in the Shire
Hall, Monmouth. The evening was attended by the Lord Lt of Gwent, Brig (Retd) Aitken,
Former Comd 160X; the Bishop of Monmouth – Richard Pain; the Deputy Chief Constable
(himself a reservist); as well as the Commanding Officer.

MAYOR OF MONMOUTH VISIT – THE CASTLE (7 Oct 16)
Cllr. Chris Munslow JP has been the Mayor of Monmouth since
May 16, and will be in post for a 12 month period. The mayor
was hosted at GCH at an initial meeting to understand how and
where the Regiment can better plug into its local community. A
range of possible tasks were discussed and it is hoped that
some of these can be aligned alongside or into the training
programme so that they come to fruition.
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REGIMENTAL TRAINING WEEKEND - MINLEY (7 - 9 Oct 16).
The Regiment conducting an array of training at 3RSME, Minley in early October. The fantastic
communications suites in the communications wing allowed training on radio and combat computer
systems for our Officers’ and SNCOs; refreshing knowledge for some and new topics for the younger Tp
Comds. ‘Pinners and Slingers’ were trained up with the MT staff and the crane operators.

The RSM very kindly invited the Officers to the WO’s and Sgt’s Mess at Minley for a Games night. The
night would consist of three classic challenges (no danger of a draw!). Despite what looked like a clear
victory to the officers, they were safely assured that the judge’s decision was final and they had lost the
event. The rematch will no doubt be interesting! The visit coincided with the Reserve RE Troop
Commanders course at Minley, who were duly invited to take part in the activities!

Boating

Planking

AGC(SPS) TEAM BUILDING (8 Oct 16).
Members of the administrative team undertook a
team building session in the Ystradfellte are, Wales.
The RAO and five members of his department
completed a 14km waterfall walk in the areas of
Pontnedfechan and Cwm Porth. Sgt Nigel Harding
commented: “I found it quite challenging at times,
but I thoroughly enjoyed it!” whilst Pte Scott Burman
said that as his usual job means sitting down all day,
it was good to get out for a change – and it was
good training for the AFT!
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Bridging

KEN ROBERTS – GOC FTC COMMENDATION (12 Oct 16).
Mr Ken Roberts, well known within the Regiment, who as a facilities cleaner at Vauxhall Camp having
finally retired (for the third time in his long career) following over 60 years’ service and work with the Army
and the Regiment has subsequently been awarded
the GOC’s Commendation for his valuable service.
Ken was born in Monmouth in 1933, joined the R
Mon RE(M) ACF as soon as he was allowed and
conducted his National Service in the Royal
Engineers from 1951-53 with 32 Assault Engineer
Regiment. He then joined the Regiment as a
reservist from 1953-1985 reaching the rank of WO2.
He became the civilian storekeeper at RHQ from
1985-1998, retiring in 1998. Ken then joined
Sodexo in 2001 working as cleaner until retiring for
the final time in 2016. Ken’s previous awards
include the Civil Service Imperial Service Medal;
Territorial Army Voluntary Reserve Medal and the
reservist Long Service medal.
Ken Roberts receiving his commendation from Brig Ridge, Comd 8 Engr Bde.

COLONEL-IN-CHIEF VISIT – BROMPTON BARRACKS (13 Oct 16).
HRH Colonel-in-Chief visited Brompton Barracks in Chatham for the Tercentenary of the Corp. The
Commanding Officer and Regimental Sergeant Major were invited for lunch with Her Majesty along with the
Honorary Colonel of Jersey Fd Sqn - Col Soar and LCpl’s East and Gelabert-Smart.

Pictured left to right: Cpl G-Smart, Lt Col Spencer, Col Ken Soar (Hon Col Jsy Fd Sqn), Maj Gen Keith Cima
(Hon Col 05-15), Steve Morris (Ex 100 Sqn and now Hon Col 170 Engr Gp) WO1 (RSM) Jase Davies, Lt Col
Andy Windram (Ex 100 Sqn, now CO 75 Engr Regt) and LCpl East.
Missing from the photo, but present on the day were former Adjt Maj James Cackett (now at RMAS) and Brig
Ridge.
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LEADERSHIP DAY – GENERAL DYNAMICS (13 OCT 16).
Around 40 employees of the military equipment specialist General Dynamics visited Vauxhall Camp in
October to undergo a team challenge event hosted by RHQ Tp and the Employer Support staff. By offering
an opportunity for General Dynamics to develop its employees through training that promoted collaborative
working, problem solving and leadership the Regiment was able to demonstrate the value of General
Dynamics forging a partnership with the Regiment in the future. Steve Rowbotham (Chief Operating Officer
of GD UK) is seen in the picture below explaining to his staff the value of what they had done with us in
terms of being able to mix and match his teams to work on different aspects of key projects using the mix of
skills he had seen.

CHEPSTOW STAMPEDE (22 Oct 16).
On the chilly damp Saturday morning of the 22nd October the 10 team members from the Regiment met at
Chepstow Racecourse to take part in the 2nd Chepstow Stampede event. The Chepstow Stampede is a
cross-country obstacle race event with a number of categories for different ages, fitness levels and
inclinations with a course designed to introduce novices to the physical demands of cross-country running
while still challenging hardier runners. It takes place in the picturesque surroundings of Chepstow
Racecourse and Piercefield Park though you may not fully appreciate those sights as you scale steep
banks, conquer leg-burning hills and wade or crawl through water obstacles.
Over 400 runners took part in the 10k event alone this year so attendance had grown as had the course
(obstacles anyway) so there were a few surprises for those who had taken part the year before! The
weather had not kept up to its usual standards and so there wasn’t quite as much water as expected but
the manmade horse hurdles and natural obstacles of the stunning surrounding landscape, including ditches
and mud pits provided plenty of entertainment. For the team event the first 8 would count and ours were in
within the first 50 - a team win by our reckoning of the results-and not forgetting an exceptional
performance from one of our female runners.
If you’re interested in attending next year and being part of this growing event the opportunity will be
advertised and there are also 5K, 5k (14-15yr old) routes and a children’s event.
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REGIMENTAL MUSUEM DINNER (27 Oct 16).
A total of 76 volunteers and management members of the Regimental Museum in Monmouth held their
annual dinner in appreciation of the support given by all volunteer custodians who enable the museum to
be open throughout the summer season. The Joint Honorary Colonel presided the dinner and invited
Professor Storr as the guest speaker who delivered a talk on “Military Engineering in the Dark Ages”.
CAMBRIAN PATROL SUPPORT (8- 22 Oct 16).
R Mon RE(M) were again tasked to provide engineer support to this year’s Exercise CAMBRIAN PATROL
(Ex CP16) over the period 8-22 Oct 16. The task consisted of providing safety for exercising troops over
two water obstacles (routes Green & Blue) over the Llyn Brianne Reservoir. WO2 Doolan led the safety on
the Green crossing with WO2 Savage and his team conducting the safety on Blue. Over all there were
over 140 British and international teams to get through the obstacles, leaving very little respite for the R
Mon RE(M) safety teams.
The safety team harboured up in the quarry on the edge of the reservoir, just a short boat ride away from
both task sites. Cpl Mullet manned the harbour and did her upmost to put a smile on the safety teams
faces as they collapsed sites and returned to the harbour area after an hard, cold and very wet nights work,
with hot brews and the occasional egg banjo or bacon buttie. The safety teams conducted their work with
great enthusiasm, to a high standard and kept the R Mon RE(M) name firmly on the map. The two weeks
passed without any issues apart from “the padlock and six keys” and the unsatisfactory fencing work of
“Savage fencing Co” but they are both stories for another day.
CAMBRIAN PATROL TEAM – SENNYBRIDGE (20 Oct 16).
On the weekend of 20 Oct 16, 8 members of the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineer (Militia), led by 2Lt
George Edwards, competed in Ex CAMBRIAN PATROL. The exercise is a world renowned 36-hour long,
long-range patrol exercise run in the Cambrian Mountains in Mid-Wales. The team were required navigate
to various stands across tough terrain in the typical British weather conditions. Each stand would present
tasks testing their leadership, field craft, discipline and both mental and physical robustness.
A huge congratulation to the team, who completed the exercise, known as one of the most arduous and
prestigious military events, in a very respectable position.

Back row L-R: Spr Al Khamiri, Pte Davidson, Lt Edwards, Cpl Cooper, LCpl Longhurst.
Front Row L-R: Spr Eddolls, Spr Davis.
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8X RE RESERVES SEMINAR & DINNER (29 Oct 16).
An extract from the Sapper magazine article:
“On the final weekend of October 2016 the Castle was an excellent backdrop for the inaugural Royal
Engineers Army Reserve Conference. The development and gathering pace of Army 2020 Refine, and the
ever-faster integration of the Reserves made this a critical time to consult further, inform and listen to those
involved in 8 Engineer brigade reserve capability and integration. The over-subscribed event with nearly
one hundred participants from across the brigade and the wider RE Army Reserve family, saw a host
presentation from a range of Reservists in the morning. The afternoon began with a scene setter
presentation followed by focused discussion break out groups. Topics covered included maximising talent;
exploiting linkages; officer recruiting; training and retention. Keynote speaker was Deputy Commander
Field Army, Major General Brooks-Ward, who
presented an update on the Army Reserve going
forward. The evening saw eighty people sitting
down for a formal dinner in the splendid Officers’’
Mess, a first for the majority in attendance, with
musical accompaniment by the Nottinghamshire
Band of the Royal Engineers. Royal Mons pulled
out all the stops to support the conference, so
making the day even more special. Col David
Jones, Assistant Commander 8 Engr Bde [and
former OC 225 Fd Sqn (M)], praised the
conference saying “it was an excellent day and
forum for key players within the RE Army Reserve
to have time and space for a real conversation
about the future direction of travel”.”
L-R: Maj Gen Brooks-Ward; Brig Ridge;
Col Jones; Commanding Officer.
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NOVEMBER -

VISIT BY BRIGADIER HOOPER - RHQ (3 Nov 16).
Brigadier Hooper, former Joint Honorary Colonel, made an impromptu trip to
The Castle and whilst here it transpired he has written a book which has
gone to press. Titled “DAL ATI – Memoirs of a Persistent Optimist” Brigadier
Hooper covers his life from young family days, through five military tours
and beyond retirement with the final chapter commenting on his time as
Joint Honorary Colonel of the Regiment. Brigadier Hooper has kindly
donated a copy to the Officers’ Mess library. The book is available for
purchase with all proceeds going to The Royal Star and Garter homes to
help with the care of disabled ex-servicemen ad women at the various
homes the charity has opened over the years since Her Majesty Queen
Mary expressed her wish in 1916 for a “safe haven” for severely wounded
ex-servicemen.

LLANELLI WAR MEMORIAL (4 Nov 16).
The Regiment was privileged to be involved with the new War Memorial in Llanelli. The new memorial was
unveiled on the 4th November to honour Service Personnel killed in action since World War II. Units from
across Wales attended the ceremony and the Lord Lieutenant of Dyfed, Miss Sara Elinor Edwards, laid a
wreath on behalf of the Queen as well as families of those whose names are inscribed on the memorial.
The Memorial Stone was recently craned into position by members of 100 Field Squadron from the
Regiment.

Llanelli War Memorial unveiling

REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND – MONMOUTH (13 Nov 16).
Following a cold but clear wreath laying on Friday the 11th and 1100hrs, Saturday was considerably darker
and damper. Fortunately Padre Leigh Richardson worked his magic and Sunday was a bright crisp cool
morning. RHQ formed up outside Shire Hall along with many others for the short march to the Cenotaph,
under the watchful eye and unwavering tone of WO1(RSM) Jason Davies. Ceremony complete, as usual,
the parade headed to St. Mary’s church for the Service and then up to the parade square for the follow on
ceremony at our cenotaph.
The minutes silence was to be bounded by the bangs provided by two maroons, set off from the Castle
ruins. In previous years there have been challenges getting the things to fire. They certainly went off with a
bang… but we hope the fuse timings improve for next year!
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Duty done the Regiment retired to the Officers’ Mess and Militia bar for a curry with donations going to the
ABF and sausage and chips for the younger members of the ensemble.
As you might expect a raft of former Regimental personalities were spotted on the day or in the Castle
afterwards. Amongst their number were Torsten and Debbie Pope, John Pope, John Carter, Ray and
Jackie Morris, Martin Oliver, Ed Lock, Mike Ryan, Nigel Watkins, Terry Smith and Gert Butler to name but a
few.
Maj Bill Eden – Regimental 2IC 1RIFLES, was present with one of his CSM’s. It transpired that Bill served
in 100 Fd Sqn in the mid-nineties, before joining the Regular Army. Former Monmouth MP Mr Huw
Edwards was spotted proudly wearing a Regimental tie presented to him a number of year. Huw is now the
choir chairman of the very successful Monmouth Male Voice Choir, formed only some 3 years ago.
Also in attendance was Welsh Assembly Minister for Monmouth Nick Ramsay, on rotation with current MP
David Davies for this year’s event.

Maj Gareth Stockman leading the Remembrance Parade in Monmouth
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DECEMBER -

REGIMENTAL CHRISTMAS WEEKEND (10-11 Dec 16).
Members of the Regiment conducted their Regimental Christmas weekend in Monmouth 09 -11 Dec 16.
The weekend consisted of Squadron updates for the year, Inter-squadron competitions and a Regimental
social for all ranks on the Saturday evening followed by a Santa Fun Run on the Sunday morning.

Members of the Regiment in festive fancy dress for the Santa Fun Run.
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JANUARY -

SQUADRON TRAINING WEEKEND (6-8 Jan 17).
The first training weekend of 2017 found soldiers from our South Wales sub-unit, 100 Field Squadron,
assembling at Copehill Down practising FIBUA (Fighting In Built Up Areas). They began by refreshing their
knowledge of infantry patrolling and assaulting urban areas in order to build from those foundations over the
course of the weekend. In the afternoon, patrols were sent out which were subjected to attacks from a coordinated enemy. The next morning the squadron put all their training from the previous day to test by
conducting a full assault onto a village. They utilised simulated explosive methods of entry (EMOE), plenty of
smoke grenades and house clearance using training hand grenades and small-arms.
Meanwhile soldiers from our West Midlands sub unit, 225 Field Squadron, refreshed themselves on minefield
marking and clearance by hand as well as the use of trip flares. The basics of this skill are important for every
soldier but dealing with more advanced mines has always been regarded as job for the Royal Engineers.
Clearing a minefield requires patience, discipline and nerve. Spr Don attended the weekend and stated, “It was
good to do refresher training on Combat Engineer skills. This was also the first time I had encountered a trip
wire whilst breaching.”

Across the channel, Jersey Field Squadron were conducting a weekend of field craft. They covered interest
lessons in fire lighting and cooking on fire and emergency purification of water using paper cups and
common plastic water bottles. One soldier who attended agreed that “the mastering of these basic skills is
an important element of being a solider. Creating a fire, without using matches or a lighter, to ensure you
have the ability to cook and keep yourself warm is a valuable skill to have.”
Signallers from across the Regiment were able to attend training at Gibraltar Barracks, learning how to use the
computer system that tracks the whereabouts and progress of all soldiers at all times to enable them to ensure
that their commanders can make the best decisions based on their knowledge of the situation.

100, 225 and Jersey Fd Sqns conducting squadron level training.

EX TELEMARK TITAN 17 (7-19 Jan 17).
The Regiment were once again able to send a team to compete in the UK
Telemark Skiing Championships this January. The competition is run by
Army Telemark and was held in Pralognan-la-Vanoise, France. Our team of
four skiers, captained by Lt Jake Falconer (Tp Comd, 100 Fd Sqn (M)) trained
and competed alongside teams from across the Army, Navy as well as civilian
clubs. Three members of the team managed to qualify for the Championship
competition. OC Jersey Field Squadron, Maj Montgomery, qualified for the
Novice Competition and managed to take home silverware for the Regiment
following a second placement in the Sprint event. Lt Falconer, a regular
participant in Ex TELEMARK TITAN was selected to represent the Army at
the Inter-services competition in Meribel in Feb 17 following a strong
performance in Pralognan-la-Vanoise – earning him the coveted red winter
sports jersey.
Lt Falconer selected for Army Telemark Ski Team
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160X CHEF TRAINING CONCENTRATION (13 Jan 17).
Vauxhall Camp is home to the Regimental Headquarters Troop. As a military establishment it is available
for use by other units and organisations. This January our own chefs played host to the popular 160th
Infantry Brigade Chefs’ Conference. This is an annual event for Army Regular and Reserve Chefs from
across the Wales based brigade and this is its third year. The event organiser from 160th Infantry Brigade
and Headquarters Wales FSWO (Food Services Warrant Officer) WO1 Pam McIntosh invited all serving
Reserve unit chefs as well as Regular ones from the Infantry Battle School in Brecon, 1 Rifles in Chepstow
and 14 Signal Regiment. The Special to Arm Chef Training is mandatory training conducted on an annual
basis to confirm and refresh subjects that include; food safety, manual accounting, manual handling, field
cooking kitchens, field water boiler and improvised cooking stoves. The final day of training saw the Army
Reserve Chefs form two teams working with their Regular counterparts, to improvise a number of menu
choices using both rations and fresh food supplies.

Regular and Reserve chefs from across 160X

COMMANDING OFFICER DINING IN (14 Jan 17).
The Officers’ Mess hosted a belated dinning in of
Lt Col SM Spencer TD R Mon RE(M) into the role
of Commanding Officer, accompanied by guests
from the Regimental Trust and Dining Club in
January.
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-

FEBRUARY -

EX FROZEN DRAGON (3-11 Feb 17).
In February the Regiment undertook Ex FROZEN DRAGON
in the “Grand Massif” area of the French Alps. The aim of
this Ski Touring exercise was to develop teamwork and
leadership skills by conducting arduous adventure training in
unfamiliar surroundings. The additional benefit was the
opportunity to progress personal skiing skills via specific
courses and
gain ski
qualifications.
Three
courses were
offered to
match participants’ needs; Ski Foundation (SF) 1, 2 and 3.
Whilst SF1 got to grips with skiing on the slopes, often for
the first time, SF2 looked to develop skiing skills including
off-piste. SF3 in the meantime were developing their offpiste to a higher level and completed Ex FROZEN
DRAGON BOSTAN: an overnight tour where the group
navigated through wooded areas and across mountain sides
to summit Mount Bostan at 1774 metres.
SQUADRON TRAINING WEEKEND (3-5 Feb 17).
In February, RHQ Troop got to work painting the newly built gym facility in Vauxhall Camp, Monmouth.
They successfully completed the preparation of the walls, applied under and top coat paint using PVA,
matt, vinyl and masonry paint.

Before

After

REGIMENTAL TRAINING WEEKEND – PENALLY (18-19 Feb 17).
For the Regiment weekend in February, all the sub-units
travelled to Penally to complete their Mandatory Annual
Training Tests (MATTS) over the course of the weekend.
This included completing ACMT range shoot, map reading
assessments, fitness tests and Chemical, Biological,
Radiological and Nuclear (CBRN) drills and tests. Those
who had completed their training were able to take part in
an afternoon of mountain biking in the local area.
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- MARCH REGIMENTAL TRAINING WEEKEND – SWYNNERTON (3-5 Mar 17).
The Regiment conducted a range of training activities at Swynnerton
Training Area at the beginning of March; most of which were in
support of the train estate. Artisan skills were exercised through the
refurbishment of basic brick building; all doors and windows,
including frames were refurbished or replaced. An internal wall was
also fitted much to the delight of the Camp Commandant! Our works
to improve the training facilities did not end there with WO2 Wall and
his band of plant operators clearing over 90 square meters of dense
woodland and foliage using tracked dozer and excavators as well as
wheeled tractors. Driver training occurred concurrently with SLDT
operators being familiarised on
the current vehicle and kings
trailer, land rover conversion
training as well as a testing
driving competition in the 6
tonne support vehicle.
Meanwhile our officers and
SNCOs covered site safety and management training under the
expert tuition of our Clerk of Works, SSgt Bentley. Sunday saw good
use of the thick mud available on Swynnerton’s training fields with
‘green PT’ safely directed by our own PTI, SSgt Haycock. LCpl
Darby of 225 Fd Sqn (M) commented: “The driving competition and
green PT were my highlights of the weekend, the competition was
fun and during the PT you could see the morale was high. It was
also good to see that everyone got involved, even those with injuries
were catered for and could participate. The trade training was a
success, it was good to see the finished article.”
EX MILITIA REFLECTION (3-5 Mar 17).
Army Reservists from the Regiment attended a battlefield study in Nijmegen in
Holland. The aim of Ex MILITIA REFLECTION was to improve participants
understanding of the events of Operation MARKET GARDEN and draw out
lessons that can be applied to modern combat engineering. Operation MARKET
GARDEN was the largest Airborne operation in history. It began on a sunny
autumn Sunday in September 1944 when an entire Airborne Army was committed
in a bold attempt to seize key bridges over numerous rivers and canals leading
into the heartland of the Reich in an attempt to end the Second World War by
Christmas 1944.
Much has been said and written about Operation
MARKET GARDEN and we have all seen the film ‘A
Bridge Too Far’, but we must also remember that
sometimes facts are over looked or adjusted to fit a
narrative. During Exercise MILITIA REFLECTION
members of the Regiment looked at Royal Engineers
support (especially bridging and watermanship tasks)
to the allied advance that was supposed to capitalise
on the capture of the bridges. This included a visit to
the site of the memorial to the Royal Engineers (RE)
and Royal Canadian Engineers (RCE) at Driel which
commemorates the evacuation of the survivors of the
1st British Airborne Division from in 1944.
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SQUADRON TRAINING WEEKEND (17-19 Mar 17).
Penally Training Camp played host to Army Reserve Royal Engineers from 100 Field Squadron for a busy
weekend of marksmanship and close quarter bayonet training. The weekend began with marksmanship
coaching from WO1 Paul Casey, Captain John Casey’s brother, from the Small Arms School Corps (SASC).
The following day the soldiers prepared for the bayonet training which requires building up aggression which can
be controlled and channelled. Corporal Christian Mattey from 100 Field Squadron then delivered the lesson
where the soldiers then fixed bayonets and conducted Close Combat Training.

100 Fd Sqn on the ranges

225 Field Squadron’s weekend’s training consisted of completing outstanding Mandatory Annual Training
Tests, adventure training around Cannock Chase and a visit to the nearby German War Graves. They did
mountain biking followed by ‘Go Ape’ where the soldiers from the squadron could really put their confidence
to the test! Sgt Mullins commented, “A great weekend enjoyed by everyone. Go Ape was fun and Squadron
members all enjoyed pushing themselves past their fear of being high up! After finishing at Go Ape, we
visited the nearby German War Graves cemetery, which was an interesting and reflective way to finish the
day. “

225 Field Squadron complete Go Ape and Mountain Biking

Meanwhile, Jersey Field Squadron completed a weekend of infantry skills and some of their Mandatory
Annual Training Test. The weekend included map reading, fitness tests and Basic Casualty Drills Training
(BCDT), signalling, patrolling and basic attacks. LCpl Colontoni commented, “This was the first time I had
been the section commander for the whole of the exercise and I felt stretched – but I had an excellent
section and we achieved everything we were asked to.”
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Jersey Fd Sqn conduct an infantry training weekend

INTERNATIONAL WOMENS DAY (8 Mar 17).
The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) marked International Women's Day on 8 Mar 17 by
celebrating all the diverse roles and trades available to women. The Army as a whole recognises the vital
contribution of its servicewomen as the Army continues its commitment to equal opportunity regardless of
gender. As a Royal Engineer unit, women play a vital role with opportunities in Combat Engineering, Heavy
Plant Machinery, Driver, Artisan, Signals, Medic, Chef and HR.

R Mon RE(M) marks International Woman’s Day

BRISTOL OPEN EVENING (29 Mar 17).
On the 29 March, 100 Field Squadron opened
their doors in Bristol to the public to host an
open day. There were a series of static displays
with equipment to get hands on and soldiers
from the squadron were available explain the kit
and talk about their experience in the Army
Reserve. Overall it was a thoroughly enjoyable
day with a lot of interest shown and a good
chance to mix with local members of the public.
THE CHASE (20 Mar 17).
In March, Spr Michael Fletcher took to the television on ITV’s ‘The
Chase’. He was up against chaser Paul Sinha, also known as “The
Smiling Assassin” and “The Sinnerman”. Spr Fletcher managed to
take back £300 to the team’s pot after some testing questions and
after a final team win went home with £1575. Well done Spr
Fletcher!
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AFFILIATED UNITS:
HMS MONMOUTH.
From the Commanding Officer, Commander Phillip Tilden RN in The Black Duke Summer Newsletter:
Over the last quarter it has been really pleasing watching the crew learn and adapt to both the training and
to the changes of tempo the ship has been through. We have completed a successful Maintenance Period
(FTSP), Operational Sea Training (OST) as well as done some key defence diplomacy work. It can be
difficult for members of the ships company to change focus between the different tasks at short notice, but I
am pleased to report that we have performed very well in all areas. The Ship’s recent involvement in the
Anti-Submarine (ASW) exercise, CUTLASS FURY, was a great example of this. MONMOUTH’s
programme over the next few of months is very exciting as again we change our mind-set towards the
Royal Navy’s most demanding deployment where we will primarily be engaged in providing security at sea
and preventing conflict from the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean, and perhaps beyond.

HMS MONMOUTH TO THE RESCUE
HMS Monmouth broke off war games and dashed to the help save the life of a Canadian fisherman in the
North Atlantic. HMS Monmouth was around 100 miles east of Nova Scotia, when she picked up a mayday
– while her board and search teams were working their way through a training ship as part of the exercise.
The crew of the trawler Double Mischief reported that one of their shipmates had fallen badly and was
suffering possible heart problems as a result.
The boarding teams abandoned their search of their training vessel, the MV Leeway Odyssey, and raced at
top speed in their boats to the fishing vessel which was ten miles away.
Within minutes a small medical team was sent over to the fishing vessel and Monmouth’s doctor Surgeon
Lieutenant Elizabeth Walters was able to stabilise the casualty, a 34-year-old Canadian, but determined he
was in urgent need of hospital treatment. The casualty was quickly taken by helicopter to Halifax to receive
treatment in order to receive lifesaving treatment. The swift actions of the ‘Black Duke’ were paramount in
saving his life.
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CADETS
The Army Cadet experience is delivered through Army Cadet Force (ACF) Counties and Combined Cadet
Force (CCF) Contingents. R Mon RE(M) have a direct responsibility to those ACF/CCF’s who where our
cap badge or affiliated to the regiment. The Militia Captain visited Dyfed and Glamorgan ACF Annual Camp
Aug 16. Capt Bryan and Capt Bell attended the 11 Sig Bde in Jan 17 to assist in the allocation of
manpower, resources to assist training weekends and annual camps throughout 2017.
Monmouth Boys school CCF.
R Mon RE(M) Reserves and Regular Staff delivered a comprehensive trg package from January to April
2017 which included the following subjects:
Basic Combat Engineers Skills - Tools, Knots and Lashings etc Combat Signaller skills including the use of
BOWMAN Man Packs Infantry Assault Bridge Green PT A full day of Artisan Trg - Block laying,
Construction of a bird box Orienteering Search skills delivered by the unit RESA
The training package was delivered every Monday by RHQ personnel and was received very well by those
that took part.
Along with this the Regiment each year provides support to the Annual CCF camp in Tenby providing the
Cadets favourite Watermanship stand normally throughout June/July. This package runs for 3 weeks at a
local reservoir. A team of six usually support this package.
There are always opportunities to support cadets; anyone wishing to engage in supporting cadets should
first seek through their chain of command. The annual inspection programme has been resurrected and
each cadet unit will be visited by a supporting unit.
The Militia Captain has contact with all ACF/CCF’s and can signpost individuals who wish to assist cadet
activities. The chain of Command will organise support to respective training events.
Current RE Cadet Affiliations are:
Location
B Coy (Swansea & Neath) Swansea SA1 3SY
D (Arras) Coy Cwmbran NP44 7HB
F (Mons) Coy Monmouth NP25 3BS
Monmouth School
A Coy Oldbury B68 8DH
C Coy Cannock WS11 0JB
B Coy Dudley DY1 2DQ
A Coy Walsall WS1 2PA
A Coy Birmingham B32 2HX

Supporting Sub-unit
100 Fd Sqn
100 Fd Sqn
RHQ
RHQ
225 Fd Sqn
225 Fd Sqn
225 Fd Sqn
225 Fd Sqn
225 Fd Sqn

30

SUPPORT TO OTHER UNITS:
Always keen to assist where it can, the unit has enabled a number of wider Corps or Army activities
whether by supplying personnel, or offering up facilities. A snapshot to date includes:


Hosting an officer development week run by 51 Para Fd Sqn, on behalf of 23 Engr Regt during 5 - 9
Sep 16. This included fireside chats by Comd 8X, Comd 16X and Brig Hooper (previous Joint Hon
Col).



Support to the Army Canoe Union to aid the smooth administration and running of the annual Army
(Colin Chapman Memorial) descent kayak race which took place on Sat 20 Aug. The race is a
demanding rough water A to B event down the Wye for racing kayaks and canoes starting at Kerne
bridge and finishing at the Monmouth rowing club. In addition to being the Army and Interservices
descent championship it is also an open event run as part of the British Canoe Union calendar and
showcases our sport within the Army to a wide civilian audience.

“This year’s event was a great success with a strong entry and very high quality competition and racing
despite some changeable weather. It would simply not have been possible to run the event without
your very generous support and that of your team. In particular the use of the accommodation and
facilities at Vauxhall Camp was hugely appreciated and the superb work that SSgt (SSI) G Heycock
RAPTC put in both before the event in preparation and on the day in helping at the start, control and
safely marshal the race and manage the finish.”


6-8 March 17, Vauxhall Camp hosted a working group from the Allied Rapid Reaction Corp. The
team used the time to review key doctrine away from the bustle of Imjin Barracks in Gloucester. The
working group very kindly presented a copy of the ARRC shield to the Regiment as a token of
thanks.
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THE REGIMENT ONLINE:



The Regiment has an excellent digital footprint spanning the Regimental Website (including Dining
Club and Regimental Trust pages) and popular social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter
where all of the units activity can be seen. Please Like and Share!



We've been superbly assisted by the efforts of our in-house SME Sgt John Bevan, an ex press
photographer, who produces and streams online high quality content in near real time. Such is the
mark of his work, he was tasked with getting a front cover image for Sapper Mag, which he has
achieved this month in very short order:

DEFENCE CONNECT
225 Fd Sqn are embracing the new MOD media platform to help Connect, Communicate and Collaborate
with each other. Defence Connect (DC) is a new MOD-wide application, hosted on the Defence Gateway
(DGW) which allows all service personnel to easily find each other, connect, interact and share their work
accreditation (OFFICAL). You can search for people, groups (places) or content. DGW is accessible via
any internet capable device and now with the JIVE Daily App for Apple or android smart mobile phones you
can check and sign up to events in the calendar, down load admin instructions, send messages to one
member or the entire group, start a discussion or write a blog. To join all you need to do is to register for an
account on the DGW, create an Armynet email address which you will need to do by next April 2017 any
way in order to get paid and start communicating.
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PERSONALITY CHANGES:


A/Maj Steve Smith joins the Regiment as its new Quartermaster on promotion, fresh in from HQ 8
Engr Brigade.



Capt Jay Waller has joined the unit. Jay, a local from the Forest of Dean, left the Regular Army in
Oct 16 and joined us at RHQ as the RHQ Tp Comd.



Capt Jim Garner has transferred in to 225 Field Squadron and is holding down both the QM and
Sqn 2IC posts. Jim is an ex regular RE officer who had previously served as the RQMS with 24 Cdo
Engr Regt before leaving the Regular Army.



Lt Katy Bristow joins the Regiment on a 12 month attachment as our Tp Comd Mentor. Katy will be
based out of RHQ.



2Lt Maddie Brownlow has transferred in from Wales UOTC and joins 100 Field Squadron as a Tp
Offr.



LCpl Joshua Smith joins the Regiment from 23 Engr Regt on posting in as the CO’s Driver.



On the civilian side Mrs Hannah Jarvis returns to the regiment after a period of maternity leave
following on from the birth of her second child.



Capt Jason Varndell leaves us after a 12month attachment from the Corps as our in house Tp
Comd Mentor. Jason has done excellent work in mentoring junior officers, recruiting officer cadets
into the fold and leading the units team in the Corps Snowboarding champioships. Jason moves
onto 22 Engr Regt, 5 Armd Engr Sqn as the Sqn Ops Offr.



WO1 (SMI) Al Hayes has done outstanding work in regenerating our Reserve plant training and
capability, due in part to having served as a PSI and latterly as a reservist. He has transferred up to
8 Engr X to work with the Reserves Training Team.
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APPOINTMENTS, HONOURS AND AWARDS:
Former Adjutant Roly Cockwell has been selected for promotion to Colonel and has been appointed as
CRE (GEO).
The 2017 Sub Unit Command board has selected the following individuals:
Maj Gareth Stockman (OC RHQ Gp) to command 100 Fd Sqn.
Maj Rob Monger (former Adjt) to command 34 Fd Sqn, 39 Engr Regt (Kinloss).
Mr Ken Roberts was awarded a GOC Force Troops Command commendation for his outstanding service.
The admin team continue to clear down outstanding medals and clasps with a large number being
presented during the period.
Serial

Rank

Name

Award

1

Maj

Ord

LS&GC 1st & 2nd Clasp

2

Capt

Carr

VRSM 1st Clasp

3

WO2

Ohara

VRSM 3rd Clasp

4

WO2

Savage

VRSM 2nd Clasp

5

WO2

Cuff

LS&GC 1st Clasp

6

SSgt

Leong

VRSM 2nd Clasp

7

SSgt

Cullen

VRSM 1st Clasp

8

Sgt

Summerhill

VRSM 1st Clasp

9

Sgt

Turner

VRSM 1st Clasp

10

Sgt

Biggin

VRSM 2nd Clasp

11

Sgt

Mullin

VRSM 2nd Clasp

12

Cpl

G-Smart

VRSM

13

Cpl

Cunningham

VRSM 1st Clasp

14

Cpl

Nicholls

VRSM

15

LCpl

Rees

VRSM

16

LCpl

Quenault

VRSM

17

Spr

Howard

VRSM 1st Clasp

Private Mackerill (RAMC) received the award for the most improved team member by the Army Equestrian
Association.

LCpl Payne and WO2 Smith (Ken) in receipt of their VRSM Medals / clasps (announced in the August 2016
Newsletter).
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Capt Steve Norgrove receiving VRSM clasps.

Lt Falconer in receipt
of the InstRE Tp Comd prize

WO2 JD Jones in receipt of his Warrant.

Spr Lelai in receipt of his VRSM from the previous Lieutenant
Governor of Jersey, Sir John McColl KCB CBE DSO,
accompanied by OC Jersey Field Squadron.

Mr Hiscocks in receipt of his Imperial Service Medal on retirement from service with 100 Fd Sqn (M).
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PROMOTIONS:
Beige List 2016 (Capt – Maj Promotion board)
Regular - A/Maj Steve Smith (QM) was selected for promotion.
Reserve - Capt Dirk Nuesink (JFS) Capt Chris Smart (100) and Capt Carl Pates (77 Bde) were all selected
for promotion.

WO2 – WO1
Former RHQ C3S PSI, WO2 Andy Mumford selected for promotion to WO1.

Anniversaries:
Former SSM of 225 Fd Sqn, “Hoss” Cartwright celebrated his 39th wedding anniversary during the Corps
Memorial Weekend at RSME.

Births:
December, Maj Ben Hawkins RE (Formerly a troopy at 225 Sqn) and his wife Zoe celebrated the birth of
their third child Barnaby James.

In Memoriam:
Spr Steven Anthony Lemmon
Spr Steve Lemmon passed away on Monday, 10th October 2016, aged 53 years. Steve joined RHQ Troop
at Vauxhall Camp in Nov 2006 post his service as an infanteer with the Devon & Dorset Regiment, and
served with us until May 2015. Steve served with pride and dedication, always willing to drop things at
short notice to lend a hand. In addition he was a long standing member of the Regimental shooting team
where he proved to be a highly competitive shot. Steve leaves behind his wife of 6 weeks, Ruth, 3 step
children and 4 children from a previous marriage.
The funeral service was held at a packed Llwydcoed crematorium, Aberdare.
John Stoate
Cpl John Stoate, aged 70 passed away on 6 Feb 17. Sadly missed by his wife Josie, family and friends.
Life member of Newport & Cwmbran Branch, and a true stalwart of 100 Fd Sqn and the Cwmrban & District
Ex Servicemans Association (CADESA).
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THE DINING CLUB

President:
Joint Hon Col,
Maj Gen Davis

Chairman:

Secretary and DC newsletter editor:

Maj Keith Down

Maj John Carter

The Regimental Dining Club was formed shortly after the end of the First World War to allow Regimental officers
to keep in touch with one another. This remains the principal object of the club which is described today as
‘preserving the companionship of officers who have served in the Regiment’ by collating and sharing contact
details and news of one another and the Regiment and by organising, for its members, an annual dinner and any
other function or activity which may be approved by the Club or its Officers. It may also make cash grants in
support of the Regiment. Full details and application forms, can be found on the Regimental website:
www.rmonrem.com/dining-club
Membership
Membership is by subscription, currently £10 a year, payable by banker’s order.
All officers automatically become members of the Club when they first join the Regiment and many remain
members for life. Currently there are just under 200 subscribing members although there are many others who
have allowed their membership to lapse. We encourage them to re-join their exclusive Club.
Individuals who have an association with the Regiment, particularly those who, prior to being commissioned,
served with it, may be invited to become Associate Members.
Anyone who qualifies for membership should complete an R Mon RE(M) Dining Club application form.
To apply for membership or to notify a change of your own contact details:



john.carter1@live.com / 01594 563 455 / 07968 996 725

For all other matters:




kg.down@btinternet.com / 01179 509 950 / 07775 597 365
RMonREM-RHQ-Adjt@mod.uk / 01600 711 434 / 07791 954 969

Do you receive the Dining Club Newsletter by post? If the answer is yes and you have an email address we
would be very pleased if you would send it to us so that we can contact you by email in future. Otherwise, don’t
worry; we will continue to send your newsletters by Royal Mail!
If you would like to write to us, the address hasn’t changed since 1853:
The Dining Club, The Castle, Monmouth, but it now has a postcode: NP25 3BS.
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ROYAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION
REA St David’s day dinner held at the Castle in Monmouth. The evening was attended by 90 members of
the group. The Commanding Officer presented Mr G Fellows of the Malvern and District branch a Group
Commanders Commendation in recognition of his outstanding service to the branch. The evening was
finished with a comedian and disco.
Royal Engineers Association Diary link: http://www.reahq.org.uk/diary/
Diary 2017
The following events of interest for 2017 have been notified to HQ REA:
03 June - Trooping the Colour - Maj Gen Review
08 June - Royal Hospital Chelsea Founders Day Parade
10 June - Trooping the Colour - Colonels Review
14 - 15 June - Beating Retreat, London
17 June - Queens Birthday Parade
23 - 25 June - Chilwell Weekend
28 - 30 July - Minley Weekend
15 - 17 Sep - Corps Memorial and Veterans Weekend
14 Oct - REA AGM and Annual Dinner
15 Oct - Sapper Sunday at Royal Hospital Chelsea
09 Nov - Field of Remembrance, Westminster Abbey
12 Nov - Remembrance Sunday

Benevolence Committee Meetings 2017
Due to changes in the way the Benevolence Committee considers cases, it has been agreed that
Benevolence Committee meeting will be held quarterly. Benevolence Committee meetings will be held on
the following dates:
14 March 2017
20 June 2017
19 September 2017
12 December 2017
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REGIMENTAL MERCHANDISE
Obtainable from Sub-unit and RHQ PRI stock, the full range of Regimental Merchandise can be seen on
the Regimental Website.

Regimental Shop stock includes (L-R): Embroidered T-shirt (£8); Regimental Plaque (£18.50); Regimental History by
Graham Watson “ Militiamen and Sappers” (£12.50).

Embroidered Poloshirt (£14).

Militia Umbrella (£25)

REGIMENTAL TRUST
The Regiment’s Charitable Trust (#1093105) is a wholly voluntary
charity that has ownership of the Regiments extensive collection
of silver, memorabilia and other chattels, which are on loan back
to the Regiment for its use. It also supports the wider life of the
Regiment: sporting, adventure training, welfare, recruiting and
representational activities to name but a few.
The Charitable Trust is dependent on donations for its funding
and does not employ any staff. Since being formally registered in
2002, it has paid out on average over £4k per annum in support
of the Regiment.
It can only do this with your support – please sign up and donate
today! - http://rmonrem.com/trust/
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
The Museum is open 01 Apr – 31 Oct. Admission
is free, but donations are always welcome!
Run by volunteers, the museum tells the story of
R Mon RE(M) from the starting muster roll in 1539
to the present day.
www.monmouthcastlemuseum.org.uk

Dr Eric Old, the Museum Administrator, assisted “Platform One” recently in bringing to fruition stage one of
the Poppy Trail. The Installation financed by Covenant Grant depicts the journey taken by RMRE from The
Castle to Troy Railway Station 6 Aug 1914. The installation includes several information boards on Castle
Hill and Castle Square along with seven silhouettes erected in the Garden of remembrance to mark the
soldiers of RMRE at war, not forgetting those that did not return. The installation captures the human face
of war at home and soldiers going off to the front line, bringing together the history of the town and our
servicemen and servicewomen. This will be followed up by two further stages, silhouettes and information
boards on the site where Troy Station stood and a series of ceramic poppies attached to premises along
the route with names of soldiers who took that journey.
Inside the Museum Imogen Elliot and her team have dusted off and refreshed the displays to ensure
visitors have the best experience possible. Patricia Lynesmith, the Museum Curator, has been keen to
facilitate visits even when out of season. Our new recruits are visiting the museum as part of their
introduction to military life. Col (Ret’d) Harris has been very busy ensuring the King’s Garden is in full
splendour for visitors to enjoy the peace and serenity of the garden.
The Regiment is ever indebted to the trustees, the staff and volunteers who manage and operate the
Regimental Museum.
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A LOOK FORWARD:
Key dates May to Jul 2017
May
6/7
20/21

Key dates Aug to Oct 2017

- Sqn Wknd 2
- Regt 1 in Nescliffe

Jun
3/4
8/9
10/24
24/25
24/31

- Professional Development Wknd 2
- RE Games
- Annual Continuous Training – ROTO 1
- Sqn Wknd 3
- Annual Continuous Training – ROTO 2

Jul
1/8
8/9
8/22

- Annual Continuous Training – ROTO 2
- Sqn Wknd 4
- Annual Continuous Training – ROTO 3

Aug
5/6
19/20

- Regt 2 Families Wknd in Monmouth
- Sqn Wknd 5

Sep
2/3
16/17

- Professional Development Wknd 3
- Regt Wknd 3 in Nescliffe

Oct
8/9
21/22

- Professional Development Wknd 4
- 108 (W) Fd Sqn (M) reformation
parade.

Useful contact numbers:
RHQ:
Adjutant:
ROSO and welfare officer:
RCMO:
Militia Capt:
PSAO 100 Fd Sqn (M):
PSAO 225 Fd Sqn (M):
PSAO Jersey Fd Sqn (M):
Regt’l Museum

01600 712 935
01600 711 434
07970 628 544
01600 711 460
01600 711 452
01633 838 006 ext 5
0121 541 4202
01534 755 202
01600 772 175

Bulletin Board:




We are keen to get contact details for past members of the Regiment, or to hear their news.
If you have content to publish, please clear with your chain of command and ask for it to be
forwarded it to the Adjt.
If there are items or areas that you would like to see in this, your newsletter – please let us know!
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