Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia)

T h e M ilit ia m a n
July 2017
Newsletter of the Senior Regiment of the Reserve Army

A warm welcome to the July 17 edition of the regimental newsletter
covering a snapshot of the activity and achievements of the last four
months. The Regiment remains in fine form and has made a fantastic start
to the training year with plenty more to look forward to. Key activity
includes:
- Ex RESOLUTE CASTLE proved a hugely successful deployment with
over 150 of our personnel working alongside our US colleagues on a
series of construction tasks in Romania. The regiment was deployed for
six weeks with each of the squadrons completing a two week block. At the
end of the six weeks collectively they completed three construction tasks
to an impressive standard.
- I am delighted to announce that the reformation of 108 (Welsh) Field
Squadron (Militia) has been formally authorised. A reformation parade will
be taking place in Swansea on 21 Oct 17 to mark the occasion. We were
also successful in regaining the freedom of the City of Swansea, as
granted by the City and County of Swansea Council.
Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate teams within the regiment for excellent results in
various inspections that have taken place over the last few months: The training team on their physical
training assessment and the hard work put in for deployment on Ex RESOLUTE CASTLE 17, the G1 team
for a very good result in their G1 SI inspection and the G4 team for their ammunition inspection, pre-LEA,
force protection (safety and environmental) assurance visit, and the improvements they have made to the
regiments infrastructure.
Yours aye,
Lt Col SM Spencer TD
Monmouth Castle, July 2017

100 Fd Sqn, ROTO 1 on EX RESOLUTE CASTLE 2017, in Romania
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IMPROVEMENTS TO INFRASTRUCTURE (Ongoing)
The G4 team have been working very hard over the past several months in improve the infrastructure
around the Regimental Headquarters. They have done a wonderful job so far revamping paintwork and
making general improvements.
Maintaining the upkeep of our infrastructure makes a huge difference in how we present ourselves and
demonstrates the pride we have in our regiment.

New fencing put up in Little Castle House garden

A fresh layer of paint on the cannon
outsideourside RHQ
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- APRIL SQUADRON TRAINING WEEKEND 1 (8-9 Apr 17).
For the first squadron level training weekend of the training year, 225 Fd Sqn (M) conducted a Military Aid
to the Military Community (MAMC) task, constructing a BBQ at Nesscliffe Training Camp. The squadron
continued with the construction work that they had started on a previous training weekend and the final
product was completed to an excellent standard.
The weekend provided the unit a great opportunity to practice and enhance their artisan skills whilst
working in a live construction environment in preparation for the Regimental deployed on Ex RESOLUTE
CASTLE 17.
EX SPRING RIDE – (21 Apr – 6 May 17)
Ex SPRING RIDE XVII was held this year
in the Command Support branch (CSB) at
3 RSME. After 6 months of hard work, it
provided updated course content with the
aim to provide a more current and userfriendly course delivering a better qualified
tradesman back to units.
The majority of instructors and DS for the
duration were provided by the Royal
Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia),
with the student body from a variety of units
all across the
country, from 131
The majority of instructors and DS were from R Mon RE(M)
Commando to 71
Engineer Regiment but unfortunately none from our regiment.
During the course, the DS visited CIS Troop 8 Engineer Brigade on their drill
nights, some assisted in the running of a Personal Fitness Assesment, and some
took part. Cpl Jenkins conducted an Annual Fitness Test on the second Tuesday
when their PTI was unable to attend at short notice demonstrating the growing
strong bond between units.
The course closed on Friday 5th May, with new skills learnt and new friends made.
591, 71 Engineer Regiment have the pleasure of conducting Ex AUTUMN RIDE
XVII, hopefully there will be Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineer (Militia) student attending!
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WEEKEND 1 (22-23 Apr 17).
Professional Development Weekends (PDW) have been newly introduced to the training schedule to allow
each professional grouping to come together and focus on and improve their trade skills.
In Wyke Regis Training Area, Weymouth, the
regiment’s combat engineers had congregated to
work towards training for the bridging module that
forms part of the ME Cbt Intermediate Course.
During the weekend they trained and completed
the testing phase for the Medium and Heavy
Girder Over Bridges, the Infantry Assault Bridge
and the Medium Girder Bridge. They also had an
introduction lesson on the Logistic Support
Bridge. Spr Seiver from 225 Fd Sqn stated; “It‘s
been really interesting seeing the bridging
capabilities we hold within the Engineers. I’ve
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learnt a lot and will take it away with me, looking forward to using this equipment in the future.“
Meanwhile soldiers from the MT driver trade had been conducting
training on a variety of vehicles including self-loading dump trucks and
the Terex AC 35 Crane. The aim of the training was to teach and
refresh soldiers the correct and safe way to operate the vehicles, use
the lift capability and to generally give an insight in to the qualifications
available within the Military Engineer Driver trade stream.

This was an excellent
weekend, giving soldiers
the opportunity to begin
to prepare for future
exercises and operations
that may arise.

The Officer and Senior Non-Commissioned Officer’s (SNCO’s) contingent trained in the Castle in
Monmouth. The SNCO’s focused the weekends training on the Leadership Code and celebrated the dining
out of WO2 Sturch after his 22 years’ service in the Royal Engineers. The officer’s worked on their
presentation skills which culminated in the delivery of a presentation on mission command to the
Commanding Officer and RHQ staff.
DINING CLUB LUNCH (22 Apr 17).
The annual Dining Club lunch was held on Saturday 22nd April in the Officers’ Mess at The Castle,
Monmouth. Fifty-two members and their guests attended.
Guests and current members of the regiment were treated to the
culinary delights of head chef WO2 Ken Smith, accompanied by a
selection of fine wines chosen by our resident sommelier, the Militia
Captain, Dave Bell.
Four former Commanding Officers attended and the present
Commanding Officer, Lt Col Scott Spencer, gave a ‘state of the
nation’ address detailing activities that the Regiment has been
engaged in over the past year along with its plans for the future. The
news that 108 Squadron is to return from the mists and murk of army
reorganisations was met with thunderous applause!

WO2 Smith and his team provided
three outstanding courses

It was heartening to see so many familiar faces
from the past seated alongside some of the
newest members maintaining the traditions of a
club that has been keeping its members, old and
new, in touch with one another for almost a
century and which is the envy of many other
regiments of the Army Reserve.

Lt Col Spencer with members of the Dining Club
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WOLVERHAMPTON UNIVERSITY SCRAPHEAP CHALLENGE (03 May 17)
Wolverhampton University Civil Engineering Degree
Course joined members of 225 Field Squadron at Oldbury
Army Reserve Centre to participate in a Scrapheap
Challenge style event.
The students had to use the construction skills they learnt
in their previous visits, to design and build a trebuchet.
After an initial design and planning stage, the students
were under time constraints to build a mechanically
operated device that could throw a projectile (water bomb)
down a range to score points. The winning team would be
who could achieve the longest overall distance.
Members of 225 Field Squadron gave help and guidance to both teams who managed to finish within the
time allowed, and successfully test fire their machines. The competition finished with the winning team
narrowly beating their competition in a frenzy of flying water bombs.

The students will be returning to Oldbury Army Reserve Centre in September, where they will be getting
hands on experience with a live construction task.
RE RUNNING AND ATHLETICS CAMP – PORTUGAL (02-09 May 17)
In early May four representatives from the regiment, Capt Bristow, SSgt Hawkins, Cpl Dupplaw and Spr
Kerr, attended the Corps Running and Athletics Camp in Vilamoura, Portugal.
It was a physically intense week with each day beginning with a three mile jog to the athletics track,
followed by a morning training in various athletics disciplines and then an afternoon of strength and
conditioning training in the gym. All four attendees favoured the long distance events but Spr Kerr also
found a new talent for hurdles during the week!
The top quality coaching meant that everyone departed having learnt new skills and understanding more of
the theory behind training and were eager to complete in the up-coming season.
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30 personnel from across the Corps attended the Corps Athletics Camp

ROYAL WINDSOR HORSE SHOW (2 May 17).
The Royal Windsor Horse show is is the UK’s largest outdoor
horse show with international competitions in three different
equestrian disciplines.
For the second year in row, Private Jay Mackerill, a Combat
Medical Technician from the regiment was selected to
compete.

SQUADRON TRAINING WEEKEND 2 (6-7 May 17).
For the second squadron level training weekend of the training year, Jersey Field Squadron hosted an
Open Day in order to boost recruiting and promote the unit on the Island. It also provided an oppotunity to
host families and friends and thank them for their support of the unit over the years. It was a very enjoyable
day for all who attended with an encouraging level of interest shown by potential recruits.
100 Field Squadron focused on artisan training to prepare for the construction tasks they would be
conducting while deployed on Annual Collective Training in Romania. The focus was on concreting and
Officer and Senior level management training. The training was invaluable with our resident Clerk of Works,
SSgt Bentley, taking them through how to run and manage a construction site.
Meanwhile 225 Field Squadron were based at Nesscliffe Training Camp conducting range packages for all
personnel to group and zero their personal weapons and a Military Annual Training Test (MATT) training
package to qualify personnel to MATT Level 2.
JERSEY LIBERATION DAY (09 May 17).
Members of Jersey Field Squadron from The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) took part in
the annual Liberation Day celebrations held in St Helier on Jersey.
The celebrations in Liberation Square recall the momentous
events which occurred on this site 72 years ago following the
surrender of the German Forces in Europe and the fall of
Hitler’s regime.
Members of Jersey Field Squadron were joined by
Commanding Officer of our Regiment The Royal
Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia ), Lt Col S Spencer
TD VR and prior to the parade the Squadron was inspected
by Brigadier CJ Harvey OBE QVRM TD Deputy
Commander, Force Troops Command.
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As the only permanent military presence on the island, it was a very proud day for all involved.

The Parade was led by the Squadron’s OC,
Maj Charlie Montgomery.

R MON RE(M) CO and the DComd Force Troops Command
were in attendance.

ABF THE SOLDIERS CHARITY (11 May 17).
On the evening of 11 May at the Pomme
D’Or Hotel, Lt Col Nigel Smith, the newly
appointed Chairman ABF The Soldiers’
Charity (Jersey) was presented with a
cheque for £1,500 from Captain Mark ‘Mitch’
Mitchell of the Jersey Field Squadron. The
kind donation followed the squadron’s fund
raising efforts this year culminating with the
squadron’s Open Day at Le Quesne on
Saturday 6th May.
The ABF is the Army’s National Charity, it
gives a lifetime of support to soldiers and
veterans from the British Army, and their
immediate families, when they are in need.
Capt Mitchell presents the Chairman of the ABF with a cheque of
£1,500

73rd ANNIVERSARY OF THE BUILDING OF THE AMAZON BRIDGE (13 May 17).
On the 13th May 225 Field Squadron held a formal dinner to mark the 73rd anniversary of the building of the
Amazon Bridge and to celebrate an extremely important historical event for the squadron and the Corps of
the Royal Engineers. The evening is to honour the heroics and extraordinary efforts of the members of the
Squadron who bridged the River Rapido at Monte Cassino, under constant enemy fire, during the Italian
Campaign of 1944.
The event was attended by serving and past members of both the Officers’ and Warrant Officers’ &
Sergeants’ messes. The Worshipful Mayor of Sandwell, Councillor Mrs Julie Webb and Col David Jones
MBE QVRM Assistant Commander 8 Brigade were the principle guests.
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In attendance: The Worshipful Mayor of Sandwell and Col
David Jones MBE QVRM

Cunio’s famous painting of Sappers
building the Amazon Bridge

MONMOUTHSHIRE DISTRICT SCOUTS BUSHCRAFT WEEKEND (13 May 17).
The Monmouthshire District Scouts had their annual Bush Craft weekend on 13-14 May in Devauden
Woods, The Forest of Dean. During this weekend over 150 scouts competed in categories such as field
cooking, map reading and building shelters to win the overall best team. Capt Bristow attended to judge the
shelters that had been created and allocate points that would go towards the final score.
It was wonderful to see so many young people enjoying the great outdoors, challenging themselves and
demonstrating the basic skills and values we expect of our soldiers.

150 Scout’s from South Wales were in attendance to test their skills surviving outdoors

REGIMENTAL WEEKEND 1 – CAERWENT (20-21 May 17).
The first regimental training weekend of the training
year was spent preparing for the upcoming
deployment to Romania by honing its artisan skills
involving concreting, carpentry and brick and block
laying.
100 Field Squadron, 225 Field Squadron, Jersey
Field Squadron and elements of the Regimental
Headquarters will deploy between 10th June to 26th
July 2017, to work with our American Army Reserve
Engineers counterparts on an Exercise that is
sponsored by the United States Army Europe
(USAREUR).
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Each squadron grouping was allocated a separate task site with four or five tasks to complete over the
course of the weekend. By the end of the weekend each task was completed successfully and to an
impressively high standard leaving everyone feeling confident and excited for the construction tasks in
Romania.

Brick laying, concreting and carpentry were a few of the skills essential for the tasks

INTER-CORPS ATHLETICS COMPETITION – ALDERSHOT (24 May 17).
The inter-corps athletics competition was held on 24 May at the Military Sports Stadium in Aldershot. Spr
Sarah Kerr attended from The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) to compete in the 400m
relay, 3km steeplechase and the 5km. Overall the Corps males came in 2nd place and the females in 5th,
with Spr Kerr achieving third place in both the 3km steeple chase and the 5km. A brilliant achievement!

Spr Kerr competed for the Corps Athletics Team, winning two third place medals
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LGBT HISTORY MONTH (01 -30 Jun 17).
LGBT History Month is a month-long annual observance
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender history and
related civil rights movements. During this month British
citizens are encouraged to support honesty, openness
and inclusion for the lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender community.
As part of the wider British Army, The Royal
Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia) is proud to
raise the flag and stand for equality, diversity, tolerance
and inclusion in the Armed Forces.
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WEEKEND 2 (03-04 Jun 17).
The second professional development proved to be busy, with various trades across the regiment training
in numerous locations across the country.
Those training to compete in Exercise CAMBRIAN PATROL were down in Gibraltar Barracks, Surrey. Their
training focused on river crossings, chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear threat training, signals and
contact drills. The training further developed the baseline skills required to successfully complete Exercise
CAMBRIAN PATROL, a very demanding patrolling event that is highly acclaimed worldwide.
The signallers from the regiment were running a Radio Rebroadcast (RRB) package to better prepare
soldiers and officers for deployments. This focused on teaching and revising operating and maintaining the
in service communications equipment and practising general communication skills.
The Senior Non-Commissioned Officers (SNCO) conducted training to enhance and develop report writing
confidence and skills, particularly as report writing has increasingly become the responsibility of troop
seniors. The weekend training also included a cultural visit to a museum in Hereford and the 22 year Dine
Out of SSgt Brown who had served as a Permanent Staff Instructor at 255 Fd Sqn..
Combat Engineers spent the weekend on Wkye Regis Training Area in Weymouth to complete the second
part of their bridging module for the ME Combat Engineer Intermediate Course.
ROYAL HONORARY COLONEL 40th ANNIVERSARY (07 June 17).
A luncheon marking the 40th Anniversary of His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester as our Royal
Honorary Colonel was held at the Naval and Military Club, St James’s Square, London on Wednesday 7th
June 2017. Joint Honorary Colonels, Honorary Colonels and Commanding Officers since 1977 were all
invited to celebrate this event along with key friends of the Regiment. The afternoon began with a drinks
reception of Militia Champagne, before the Chief Royal Engineer arrived at midday. The Royal Honorary
Colonel was welcomed shortly afterwards and enjoyed spending some time meeting all of the attendees.
Prior to the luncheon, the below fantastic photograph was taken in the reception room by our very own
Capt Steve Norgrove, before beginning the meal. A very memorable event; it was a pleasant setting for
this unique occasion marking a significant anniversary in our Regiment’s recent history.
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RE GAMES – PERHAM DOWN (08-09 Jun 17).
The RE Games is held annually at Perham Down to give all regiments
across the Corps a chance to go head to head in a wide variety of
sporting events from golf to snowboarding. This year’s games saw both
a football team and a cross country team enter from the Royal
Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia).
The football team, led by SSgt Simpson as team captain completed in a
series of matches throughout the week with some tough competition.
The cross country team sadly only managed to get four runners out of
the six required to make up a full team however some excellent individual
results were achieved. All the Regiment’s female runners came in the top
five female participants with Lt Collinson coming in first female and being
presented with a trophy.
Lt Collinson was presented with a
trophy for winning first female finisher

Members of the Regiment entered teams to participate in football and cross country

RE CORPS NETBALL (13 Jun 17)
Congratulations to 2Lt Brownlow, 2Lt Martin and LCpl
Walsh from The Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers
(Militia) making the Royal Engineers Corps Netball Photo
from the RE Summer Netball Camp 2017.

They will be entering 2 teams into the Inter Corps
Championship later this year and any ability welcome to
attend training or trials.

CADET INSIGHT EVENING (15 Jun 17)
Cadets from Old Swinford Hospital CCF and Oldbury Detachment ACF attended an Insight evening at
Oldbury Army Reserve Centre hosted by personnel from 225 Field Squadron.
The squadron demonstrated some of the techniques and equipment they use for Military Engineering tasks
and got the cadets involved in a scenario where they had to evacuate an injured solder and apply first aid
learnt from the Units Combat Medical Technician, Cpl Clarke, who is also an NHS Paramedic.
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The main aim of the evening was to encourage Cadets to think about Regular or Reserve service once they
leave the Cadets.

NATIONAL WOMEN IN ENGINEERING DAY (23 Jun 17)
National Women in Engineering Day was set up by the Woman’s Engineering Society (WES) in 2014 and
now celebrated annually to raise the profile and celebrate the achievements of women in engineering.
This year the regiment celebrated from Cincu Training Camp in Romania, with US female counterparts
joining in the celebrations!

ANNUAL COLLECTIVE TRAINING – EX RESOLUTE CASTLE (10 Jun – 16 Jul 17).
From 10 June to 16 July 2017, over 150
personnel from The Royal
Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia)
deployed on Exercise RESOLUTE
CASTLE in Cincu Training Camp,
Romania. The regiment broke down into
three rotations of two weeks in duration
with a permanent Regimental
Headquarters. Rotation 1 was led by
100 Field Squadron, based in South
Wales, Rotation 2 had the majority of
manpower from 225 Field Squadron
based in Birmingham and Rotation 3
were primarily from Jersey Field
Squadron and Regimental Headquarters
Troop.

CO R Mon RE(M), Lt Col Spencer greets US ROTO 5 OIC, Lt
Col Hass
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The first elements of the regiment arrived in Cincu
Training Area and were warmly welcomed with a
parade hosted by the Romanian Army and elements
of the US Army. Over the six weeks, three
construction projects would be completed by the
Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia),
working closely with both the 926th Engineer Brigade
and the 10th Romanian Engineer Brigade. The tasks
that the regiment would be responsible for were an
Operations & Storage Building, Multi-Purpose Cover
Shelter (MPCS) and a Breaching Facility.

th

R Mon RE(M), 10 Romanian Inf Bde and 926
Engr Bde on parade

th

Each rotation was immediately challenged by the erratic weather conditions, working in temperatures as
high as 31 degrees, with sporadic heavy thunderstorms that quickly turned the construction sites to mud.
Despite this, sappers from the regiment worked tirelessly around the clock to ensure that they kept to the
schedule and that deadlines were met.

The early stages of construction on Cincu Training Camp

The work at the beginning of each rotation was slow and steady as the troop commanders and sapper’s
found their bearings, established an effective working routine and working relationship with their
international counterparts, but it didn’t take long before the construction was smooth and progressing at a
good rate. The tradesmen and women who started off hesitant of their abilities finished their rotations with
well-honed skill, feeling confident and proud of the high quality work they had accomplished.

ROTO 3 show off the completed Operations and Storage Building and Breaching Facility

Throughout the exercise each squadron hosted a number of visitors, including Lt Gen Hodges,
Commanding General US Army Europe, Brigadier General Jolly from the US Army Reserves, Colonel
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David Jones Deputy Commander (Reserves) 8 Engineer Brigade, a former Officer Commanding (OC) of
225 Field Squadron.
In addition to construction work on the Operations &
Storage Building, Multi-Purpose Cover Shelter and
Breaching Facility, the sappers of Rotation 1 also found
the time to build a kennel for the stray dogs on Cincu
Training Camp. All dogs that free roam the Training
Camp are fed by Romanian soldiers and are used for
controlling vermin around the accommodation blocks
and now they have accommodation of their own!
As well as working hard, the members of each rotation
also got the chance to attend cultural visits to Bran
Castle, also known as Dracula’s Castle and Brasov, a
picturesque, historical town. One rotation also competed in an international football match between the
US, UK and Romanian Engineers. The Romanian Army 'B' Team beat the UK in the Final 2 - 1 and
declared the official Exercise RESOLUTE CASTLE Champions.
Exercise RESOLUTE CASTLE proved challenging but hugely successful with all three tasks completed to a
very high standard and sappers from across the regiment departing Romania as more confident and
competent artisans. On the final handover, US Task Force Cincu command management praised the
workmanship by all The R Mon RE (M) Rotations.

225 Fd Sqn, ROTO 2 on Ex RESOLUTE CASTLE 17 - Cincu Training Camp, Romania

Jersey FldFld Sqn, ROTO 2 on Ex RESOLUTE CASTLE 17 - Cincu Training Camp, Romania
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SQUADRON TRAINING WEEKEND 3 (24-25 Jun 17).
The third squadron training weekend, saw Regimental Headquarters (RHQ) Troop undertake a combined
Command, Leadership and Military Education package in Portsmouth.
The aim was to provide an opportunity for Junior Non-Commissioned Officers (JNCOs) within RHQ and
the wider Regiment to come together and to undertake training were they can develop their leadership
skills, in conjunction with an opportunity to widen their military education. Command and leadership is the
pinnacle of successful functioning within the military and as such it is vital that we ensure we continue to
build and develop our junior leaders on a regular basis.
The training was a vital component and left our junior leaders departing feeling more confident in their
abilities as leaders and eager to command!

15

-

JULY -

ANTI-TANK DEFENCES REMOVED FROM BEACH (08 Jul 17).
In early July, several members of the Jersey Field
Squadron were called upon to assist with the
removal of anti-tank defences from a local beach.
Sappers used spades and brute strength this
week to remove six German anti-tank defences
from the beach at Archirondel. The
reinforced concrete posts, known as Tetrahedra,
were sunk into the sand during The Occupation
and would have had mines at the top in the past.
The Channel Islands Occupation Society intends
to install them at Noirmont Point, where other antitank defences are displayed.

Tetrahedra anti-tank defences dug up in Jersey

SQUADRON TRAINING WEEKEND 4 (08-09 Jul 17).
For the fourth squadron level training weekend, 100 Field Squadron paraded in the Brecon Beacons to
conduct progressive annual fitness test build up training, land navigation based training and marksmanship.
The weekend was designed as an individual skills development weekend where personnel would have the
opportunity to not only practise these skills but test them through command appointments. During the
weekend troops each had the chance to navigate at least a leg of the route on the navigation exercise,
those qualified would have a chance to lead elements of the fitness program and all personnel received

ample time refining their marksmanship skills.
It proved another successful weekend allowing our troops to hone in on their basic soldiering skills.
OFFICER’S MESS SUMMER BALL (22 Jul 17)
The Officer’s Mess Summer Ball was held this year on a
rainy Saturday in July – but the rain certainly didn’t
hamper a fantastic night!
Officers from across the regiment and their guests, both
military and civilian were in attendance for an evening of
fine dining and entertainment.
The three course buffet dinner put on by Master Chef
WO2 Ken Smith and his team was, as per usual, a
delicious spread and full of variety. During dinner, a
magician circulated the tables keeping everyone
entertained and amazed.
After dinner, guests could try their luck at black jack or
roulette, have a spin on the dodgems or if they were
feeling energetic try some Ceilidh dancing or join the
outdoor disco.
The evening wouldn’t have been possible without the hard
work of the Officer’s Mess Social Committee; Militia Capt
Dave Bell, Capt Geoff Banham and Capt Steve Gadd.
The Troop Commanders of the Regiment
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Guests at the Officer’s Mess Summer Function enjoy Ceilidh Dancing and the casino

WARRANT OFFICERS’ AND SENIORS’ MESS SUMMER BALL (29 Jul 17)
The Warrant Officers and Senior NCO’s held their Mess Summer Ball at the Celtic Manor resort. The
evening was attended by 64 guests.
The RSM would like to thank all those who attended and a special thank you to SSgt Hawkins who
organised the event supported by WO2 Mumford. Date for next years Summer Ball is TBC but will
hopefully be in Cardiff or Caerphilly Castle.

ROYAL WELSH SHOW (25-28 Jul 17).
The Royal Welsh Show, held annually, is host to a spectacular
four days of livestock competitions with a wide range of
activities including forestry, horticulture, crafts and sports. It is
a hugely popular event in the area and supported every year
by a variety of local military units.
This year members of the Regimental Recruiting & Mentoring
Teams (RRMT) built a sanger for members of the public to
interact with and engage with the unit.
In addition to this, SSgt Heycock joined other PTI’s from
different regiments in a fun military-style fitness course for
children attending the show.
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Members of the Regiment support the Royal Welsh Show

As usual, a fantastic event for the public and excellently supported by the Royal Monmouthshire Royal
Engineer(Militia) and other local units.
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AFFILIATED UNITS:
HMS MONMOUTH.
Commanding Officer, Commander Ian Feasey RN took over command of HMS Monmouth, also known as
The Black Duke in November 2016. An 8-gun yacht, the first Monmouth was commissioned on 5th March
1666 under the command of Captain Nicholas Hill.
Although relatively little is known of the yachts later service in the navy it is recorded that in 1683 under
Captain Grenville Collins, she was engaged in his great survey of the British coastline which resulted in the
publication of his magnificent atlas, Great Britain’s Coasting Pilot.
HMS Monmouth is unique in the Royal Navy as in reference to the heritage of the name “The Black Duke”
the frigate flies a black flag and has black, rather than the traditional red, name plates.

HMS MONMOUTH TO THE RESCUE
In the early hours of a Monday morning in June, a Mayday call was sent out by crew members of the
tanker, Rama 2 as she was battered by heavy seas. It was only as darkness fell that day that the last
surviving crew member was hauled to safety by Royal Navy Air Engineering Technician, Stu Rogers on to
the HSM Monmouth’s new Wildcat Helicopter, 40 miles off the island of Socotra in the Gulf of Yemen.
A flare marked the location of the crew still in the water, the weather was so poor, fuel was running low and
light was fading meaning that the rescue was right on the limit of what the helicopter and its crew were
allowed to safely operate in, however, against all adversities the crew of the Wildcat still persevered. Air
Engineering Technician Rogers lowered himself down on a winch where at times both himself and the
sailor were engulfed in waves. Eventually, after a gruelling 30-minute struggle, the sailor was connected to
the hook and hauled to safety.
The rescued sailor was the 13th of 14 strong crew on the tanker Rama 2, twelve of the crew were picked
up by merchant vessels which took part in the rescue effort, directed by British naval authorities in Bahrain.
With sadly no sign of the 14th man, Black Jack returned to Cardigan Bay on the cusp of sunset.
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CADETS
The Army Cadet experience continues to be delivered through Army Cadet Force (ACF) Counties and
Combined Cadet Force (CCF) Contingents.
R Mon RE(M) have a direct responsibility to those ACF/CCF’s who where our cap badge or affiliated to the
regiment. The Militia Captain visited Dyfed and Glamorgan ACF at Longmoor Camp 2017 and is already in
discussions to support Camp 2018 with some lashing knots and rafting skills.

Monmouth Boys school CCF. Reserves and Regular Staff delivered a comprehensive trg package from
January to April 2017. The training package was delivered every Monday by RHQ personnel and was
received very well by those that took part. Building on the success of this, there will be repeated package in
2018,
R Mon RE(M) provide various training packages, from Basic Combat Engineers Skills - Tools, Knots and
Lashings etc to Combat Signaller skills including the use of BOWMAN Man Packs, Infantry Assault Bridge,
Green PT and a full day of Artisan Trg - Block laying, Construction of a bird box Orienteering Search skills
delivered by the unit RESA.
The Regiment each year provides support to the Annual CCF camp in Tenby providing the Cadets favourite
Watermanship stand normally throughout June/July. This package runs for 3 weeks at a local reservoir. A
team of six usually support this package.
This year will also see R Mon RE(M) conducting the Cadet Detachment Inspections in support of brigade’s
strategy to support the Army Cadet Forces.
There are always opportunities to support cadets; anyone wishing to engage in supporting cadets should
first seek through their chain of command. The annual inspection programme has been resurrected and
each cadet unit will be visited by a supporting unit.
The Militia Captain has contact with all ACF/CCF’s and can signpost individuals who wish to assist cadet
activities. The chain of Command will organise support to respective training events.
Current RE Cadet Affiliation are:
Location
B Coy (Swansea & Neath) Swansea SA1 3SY
D (Arras) Coy Cwmbran NP44 7HB
F (Mons) Coy Monmouth NP25 3BS
Monmouth School
A Coy Oldbury B68 8DH
C Coy Cannock WS11 0JB
B Coy Dudley DY1 2DQ
A Coy Walsall WS1 2PA
A Coy Birmingham B32 2HX

Supporting Sub-unit
108(W) Fd Sqn
100 Fd Sqn
RHQ
RHQ
225 Fd Sqn
225 Fd Sqn
225 Fd Sqn
225 Fd Sqn
225 Fd Sqn
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THE REGIMENT ONLINE:



The Regiment has an excellent digital footprint spanning the Regimental Website (including Dining
Club and Regimental Trust pages) and popular social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter
where all of the units activity can be seen. Please Like and Share!



We've been superbly assisted by the efforts of our in-house SME Sgt John Bevan, an ex press
photographer, who produces and streams online high quality content in near real time. Such is the
mark of his work, he was tasked with getting a front cover image for Sapper Mag, which he has
achieved this month in very short order:

DEFENCE CONNECT
225 Fd Sqn are embracing the new MOD media platform to help Connect, Communicate and Collaborate
with each other. Defence Connect (DC) is a new MOD-wide application, hosted on the Defence Gateway
(DGW) which allows all service personnel to easily find each other, connect, interact and share their work
accreditation (OFFICAL). You can search for people, groups (places) or content. DGW is accessible via
any internet capable device and now with the JIVE Daily App for Apple or android smart mobile phones you
can check and sign up to events in the calendar, down load admin instructions, send messages to one
member or the entire group, start a discussion or write a blog. To join all you need to do is to register for an
account on the DGW, create an Armynet email address which you will need to do by next April 2018 any
way in order to get paid and start communicating.
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APPOINTMENTS, HONOURS AND AWARDS :
Medals and clasps presented during the period:

Serial
1
2
3
4
5
6

Rank
Maj
Capt
Capt
WO2
Sgt
SSgt

Name
Stockman
Bell
Watson
Ilsley
Appleby
Donnachie

Award
VRSM 1st Clasp
VRSM 2nd Clasp
VRSM 1st Clasp
VRSM 2nd Clasp
VRSM
VRSM 3rd Clasp

PROMOTIONS:
WO2 – WO1
Regular – WO2 Terry Gorbutt. Moving in Oct 17 into a newly established post at 8X as the WO1 (SMI) Res.
Reserve – WO2 John O’Hara. Assumed the post of WO1 (SMI) Res in RHQ, R Mon RE(M) in Jul 17
SSgt – WO2
Regular – SSgt Reason. Moving to 170 Gp in Jan 18 as their WO2 (QMSI) PSI
Reserve – SSgt Ilsley. Assumed the appointment of SSM, 100 Fd Sqn in Jul 17
Sgt – SSgt
Reserve – Sgt Oliver . Assumed the appointment of Tp SSgt at Stoke in Jul 17
Cpl – Sgt
Reserve – Cpl Mattey. Assumed the appointment of Recruiting Sgt, 100 Fd Sqn in Jul 17
Cpl Purdie. Assumed the appointment of C3S Sgt, Jersey Fd Sqn
Cpl Wilson. Assumed the appointment of C3S Sgt, 225 Fd Sqn in Jul 17
Spr – LCpl
Reserve – Spr Robinson. Assumed the appointment of Sect 2IC in 100 Fd Sqn

Weddings:
Congratulations to Maj David Manners who married Theresa on 25 Mar 17 and Capt Simon Gaskell
married Anna on 15 Jul 17.
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THE DINING CLUB

President:
Joint Hon Col,
Maj Gen Davis

Chairman:

Secretary and DC newsletter editor:

Maj Keith Down

Maj John Carter

The Regimental Dining Club was formed shortly after the end of the First World War to allow Regimental officers
to keep in touch with one another. This remains the principal object of the club which is described today as
‘preserving the companionship of officers who have served in the Regiment’ by collating and sharing contact
details and news of one another and the Regiment and by organising, for its members, an annual dinner and any
other function or activity which may be approved by the Club or its Officers. It may also make cash grants in
support of the Regiment. Full details and application forms, can be found on the Regimental website:
www.rmonrem.com/dining-club
Membership
Membership is by subscription, currently £10 a year, payable by banker’s order.
All officers automatically become members of the Club when they first join the Regiment and many remain
members for life. Currently there are just under 200 subscribing members although there are many others who
have allowed their membership to lapse. We encourage them to re-join their exclusive Club.
Individuals who have an association with the Regiment, particularly those who, prior to being commissioned,
served with it, may be invited to become Associate Members.
Anyone who qualifies for membership should complete an R Mon RE(M) Dining Club application form.
To apply for membership or to notify a change of your own contact details:



john.carter1@live.com / 01594 563 455 / 07968 996 725

For all other matters:




kg.down@btinternet.com / 01179 509 950 / 07775 597 365
RMonREM-RHQ-Adjt@mod.uk / 01600 711 434 / 07791 954 969

Do you receive the Dining Club Newsletter by post? If the answer is yes and you have an email address we
would be very pleased if you would send it to us so that we can contact you by email in future. Otherwise, don’t
worry; we will continue to send your newsletters by Royal Mail!
If you would like to write to us, the address hasn’t changed since 1853:
The Dining Club, The Castle, Monmouth, but it now has a postcode: NP25 3BS.
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ROYAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION
Royal Engineers Association Diary link: http://www.reahq.org.uk/diary/
Diary 2017
The following events of interest for 2017 have been notified to HQ REA:
15 - 17 Sep - Corps Memorial and Veterans Weekend
14 Oct - REA AGM and Annual Dinner
15 Oct - Sapper Sunday at Royal Hospital Chelsea
09 Nov - Field of Remembrance, Westminster Abbey
12 Nov - Remembrance Sunday

Benevolence Cttee Meetings 2017
Due to changes in the way the Benevolence Committee considers cases, it has been agreed that
Benevolence Committee meeting will be held quarterly. Benevolence Cttee meetings will be held on the
following dates:
19 September 2017
12 December 2017
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REGIMENTAL MERCHANDISE
Obtainable from Sub-unit and RHQ PRI stock, the full range of Regimental Merchandise can be seen on
the Regimental Website.

Regimental Shop stock includes (L-R): Embroidered T-shirt (£8); Regimental Plaque (£18.50); Regimental History by
Graham Watson “ Militiamen and Sappers” (£12.50).

Embroidered Poloshirt (£14).

Militia Umbrella (£25)

Rugby Jersey (£TBC – available from Sept 17)

25

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM
The Museum is open 2 - 5 pm every afternoon
from 1st April to 31st October.
Admission is free, but donations are always
welcome!
Run by volunteers, the museum tells the story of
R Mon RE(M) from the starting muster roll in 1539
to the present day.
www.monmouthcastlemuseum.org.uk
Dr Eric Old, the Museum Administrator, assisted Platform One recently in bringing to fruition stage one of
the Poppy Trail. The Installation financed by Covenant Grant depicts the journey taken by RMRE from The
Castle to Troy Railway Station 6 Aug 1914. The installation includes several information boards on Castle
Hill and Castle Square along with seven silhouettes erected in the Garden of remembrance to mark the
soldiers of RMRE at war, not forgetting those that did not return. The installation captures the human face
of war at home and soldiers going off to the front line, bringing together the history of the town and our
servicemen and servicewomen. This will be followed up by two further stages, silhouettes and information
boards on the site where Troy Station stood and a series of ceramic poppies attached to premises along
the route with names of soldiers who took that journey.
Inside the Museum Imogen Elliott and her team have dusted off and refreshed the displays to ensure
visitors have the best experience possible. Patricia Lynesmith, the Museum Curator, has been keen to
facilitate visits even when out of season. Our new recruits are visiting the museum as part of their
introduction to military life. Col (Ret’d) Harris has been very busy ensuring the King’s Garden is in full
splendour for visitors to enjoy the peace and serenity of the garden.
The Regiment is ever indebted to the trustees, the staff and volunteers who manage and operate the
Regimental Museum.

REGIMENTAL TRUST
The Regiment’s Charitable Trust (#1093105) is a wholly voluntary
charity that has ownership of the Regiments extensive collection
of silver, memorabilia and other chattels, which are on loan back
to the Regiment for its use. It also supports the wider life of the
Regiment: sporting, adventure training, welfare, recruiting and
representational activities to name but a few.
The Charitable Trust is dependent on donations for its funding
and does not employ any staff. Since being formally registered in
2002, it has paid out on average over £4k per annum in support
of the Regiment.
It can only do this with your support – please sign up and donate
today! - http://rmonrem.com/trust/
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A LOOK FORWARD:
Key dates Aug to Oct 17
Aug
5/6
19/20

Key dates Nov 17 to Jan 18

- Regt 2 Families Wknd in Monmouth
- Sqn Wknd 5

Nov
11/12
25/26

- Sqn Wknd 7 (Remembrance)
- Regt Wknd 4 in Minley

Sep
2/3
16/17

- Professional Development Wknd 3
- Regt Wknd 3 in Nescliffe

Dec
2
9/10

- Joint Mess Xmas Function
- Sqn Xmas Wknd

Oct
7
7/8
8/29
14/27
21/22

- Dining Club Dinner
- Professional Development Wknd 4
- Ex CAMBRIAN PATROL
- Ex SPRING RIDE
- 108 (W) Fd Sqn (M) Reformation Parade

Jan
6/7
21/22

- Sqn Wknd 8
- Professional Development Wknd 5

Useful contact numbers:
RHQ:
Adjutant:
ROSO and welfare officer:
RCMO:
Militia Capt:
PSAO 100 Fd Sqn (M):
PSAO 225 Fd Sqn (M):
PSAO Jersey Fd Sqn (M):
Regt’l Museum

01600 712 935
01600 711 434
07970 628 544
01600 711 460
01600 711 452
01633 838 006 ext 5
0121 541 4202
01534 755 202
01600 772 175

Bulletin Board:




We are keen to get contact details for past members of the Regiment, or to hear their news.
If you have content to publish, please clear with your chain of command and ask for it to be
forwarded it to the Adjt.
If there are items or areas that you would like to see in this, your newsletter – please let us know!
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